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              EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
ITEM: 
Administrative Item #C 



SUBMITTAL DATE:  February 15, 2006 
SUBJECT:  Sponsorship of Diversity Speaker for Youth Summit 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the Executive Committee approve the Council for Youth Development’s (CYD) recommendation to sponsor the keynote speaker for the 2006 Youth Summit in the amount of $1,500.
BACKGROUND: The CYD Diversity Workgroup has developed a partnership with the Youth Advisory Council’s (YAC) Planning Committee for the Youth Summit in an effort to address the diversity needs of Riverside County’s youth.  The YAC Planning Committee has decided to have one of the two sessions dedicated to social diversity, racial tolerance, religious tolerance, gang violence and drug activity.  With the help of the CYD, the YAC Planning Committee would like to have Willie Lopez as the keynote speaker for the Youth Summit.

The CHOICES Willie Lopez made in his confrontations with "los Federales" (the Mexican police), "las Pandillas" (the gangs) in California, and "la Migra" (the immigration) allows Mr. Lopez to explain how one can overcome the odds. Through the transformation from campesino to homeboy to a child seeking answers, he is able to depict the different stages in his life.  Willie's experiences and CHOICES he made as a professor at a university, an inmate in a correctional institution, and his association with heroin and violence also add to his unique understanding of every level of society.  


In an effort to include a vast diversity of attendance to the Youth Summit, the YAC Planning Committee will provide invitations to all of the Youth Opportunity Centers (YOC) as well as provide transportation for the various YOCs’ youth.
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